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POW/MIA Recognition day 

     At the request of the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs, Gov. 
Dennis Daugaard has proclaimed Sept. 15, 2017, as “POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day,” calling on all South Dakotans to honor those men and women 
who fought bravely for our freedoms.     
     “While we are grateful to all of those who have served our nation, this 
day is designated to remember and recognize the sacrifices endured by 
those members of the Armed Forces of the United States who were held as 
prisoners of war or remain missing in action,” the Governor said. “The state 
of South Dakota continues to support efforts to account for every service 
member classified as Missing in Action.” 
     Larry Zimmerman, Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Veter-
ans Affairs, encourages all South Dakotans to set aside time Sept. 15 to 
honor the POW/MIAs who fought to protect our freedoms and lost theirs, 

as well as remember those engaged 
in today's struggle to guard our way 
of life for future generations.  
     “In their service to our country, for-
mer prisoners of war and those miss-
ing in action have sacrificed mightily 
to maintain the promise of liberty that 
we hold dear,” said Zimmerman. 
“POW/MIA day affords all of us a 
great opportunity to reaffirm our vow 
to never forget the courage of our na-
tion’s staunchest defenders – our for-
mer POWs and MIAs.  We owe them 
and their families our gratitude.” 
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P A G E  2  S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  M I L I T A R Y  
S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  

You are cordially invited to attend 
the activation ceremony for the

Co C(-) 1/189th AVN

Detachment 2 Co D 1/189th AVN

Detachment 2 Co E 1/189th AVN

Wednesday, 27 September 2017, 1000hrs
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center Theatre

444 N. Mt. Rushmore Road, Rapid City, SD 57701

The unit is deploying in support of 

Operation Spartan Shield
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     As part of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) continued efforts to improve 
timeliness of services for veterans and their families, the VA unveiled the Decision Ready Claims 
(DRC) initiative, a disability claims submission option with accredited Veterans Service Organizations 
(VSO) that promises to deliver faster claims decisions to veterans and their families. 
      “The DRC initiative is a collaborative effort between the VA and VSOs to help veterans receive 
faster decisions on disability claims,” 
said VA Secretary Dr. David J. 
Shulkin. “The VA works closely with 
participating VSOs to make sure 
they are properly trained in this new 
process and given the tools they 
need to participate successfully in 
the program on behalf of the veter-
ans they serve.” 
      Veterans who choose to submit 
their claim under DRC can expect to 
receive a decision within 30 days 
from the time the VA receives the 
claim. VSOs will ensure all support-
ing evidence — such as medical ex-
ams, military service records, etc. — is 
included with the claim submission. 
This advance preparation by the 
VSOs allows claims to be assigned 
immediately to claims processors for 
a quick decision.  
      DRC was first implemented May 
1, 2017, at the St. Paul (Minn.) Re-
gional Office, and is now available at 
all VA regional offices. While DRC is 
currently limited to claims for in-
creased compensation  (commonly known as claims for increase), and requires Veterans to work 
with VSOs, the VA’s goal is to expand the types of claims accepted under the initiative and allow 
veterans other ways to submit their claim under DRC. 
      DRC is another key step in aggressively modernizing the VA’s benefits delivery to veterans in a 
fully digital operating environment. With electronic claims processing as a foundation, the VA’s in-
novation will improve service to veterans, their families, and survivors.  

Va unveils claims submission option that 

promotes to complete claims within 30 

days 
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     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced $188 million in grants for two 
programs benefiting homeless veterans. 
     The grants were made through the Grant and Per Diem (GPD) program, awarded to community 
agencies providing services to homeless veterans. 
     Awards announced Monday will provide approximately $185 million in per diem funding for 
556 projects to community agencies that provide transitional housing and supportive care for 
homeless veterans. Awards were made to programs in 49 states, the District of Columbia and Puer-
to Rico. 
     Awards made in South Dakota this year include:   Oglala 
Sioux Tribe in Pine Ridge and Cornerstone Rescue Mission 
in Rapid City.    
     In addition, approximately $3 million in grant funding 
will be awarded to 13 community agencies that provide ser-
vices for homeless veterans with special needs. The GPD 
Special Need funding provides additional operational costs 
for transitional housing and services for homeless veterans 
who fall under “Special Need” populations, including wom-
en, those with chronic mental illness and individuals who 
care for minor dependents. 
     “The GPD program has been instrumental in providing needed services to community organiza-
tions,” said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. “We look forward to our continued partnership with 
the awardees as we work together to end veteran homelessness. Our goal is to help give at-risk vet-
erans stable housing and a good start to independence.” 
     Since the GPD program began awarding grants in 1994, approximately $2 billion has been 
awarded to community organizations serving homeless veterans. The complete list of awardees 
may be found at https://www.va.gov/homeless/GPD.ASP. 
More information about VA’s homeless programs is available at www.va.gov/homeless.  Communi-
ty organizations seeking details can visit VA’s National Grant and Per Diem Program website at 
www.va.gov/homeless/GPD.ASP.  
 

Va awards $188 million in grant funding 

to help homeless veterans 

     The VA has posted some helpful links for the new Forever GI BILL®. The President signed into 
law the Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act also known as the “Forever GI Bill®,” 
which will bring significant changes to Veterans education benefits. The law will allow more veter-
ans to use the GI Bill ®and more time to use it. Some of the changes will go into effect immediately, 
and some are written to go into effect shortly after.  These links provide the latest information that 
the VA has released.  
https://benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/ForeverGIBill.asp 
https://benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/FGIBSummaries.asp 

Helpful forever gi bill® links 

https://www.va.gov/homeless/GPD.ASP.
https://www.va.gov/homeless/
https://www.va.gov/homeless/GPD.ASP
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjG9Nq-rqDWAhVM42MKHWhQBTwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.assistanceforvets.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNHH4NanSIgp1kr8aOsCfB4-Fmp_Mw&ust=1505329929512944
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3218/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+3218%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/ForeverGIBill.asp
https://benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/FGIBSummaries.asp
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     Turner County VSO Tom Sparrow took time out of 
his busy schedule to visit a special 96-year old Army 
WAC.     
     Lois Tengquist served from  April 1945 to Septem-
ber 1946 as a medical lab tech.     
     Thanks Tom for reaching out and thanking this 
special veteran for her service.          
 

Turner County recognizes VETERAN 

     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)  is opening a Veterans Crisis Line (VCL) call 
center in Topeka, Kansas, the third such center nationwide, and expects to hire 100 employees to 
staff the center, located on the campus of VA Eastern Kansas Health Care System. 
     VCL currently operates two centers in Canandaigua, New York, and Atlanta, Georgia.  The new call 
center, expected to open this fall, will give VCL the additional capacity as the VA expands the 
“automatic transfer” function, Press 7, to its Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs) and Vet 
Centers. 
     The Press 7 function is already available at VA Medical Centers and provides immediate access to 
the crisis line from a main phone tree. Currently, CBOC and Vet Center phone systems do not provide 
that option, forcing veterans to take an added step by dialing 800-273-8255, and then pressing 1. 
     Since its launch in 2007, the VCL has answered more than 
3 million calls and initiated the dispatch of emergency ser-
vices to callers in imminent crisis more than 84,000 
times. Since launching chat in 2009 and text services in No-
vember 2011, the VCL has answered nearly 359,000 and 
nearly 78,000 requests for chat and text services, respective-
ly. 
     Veterans in crisis can call the Veterans Crisis Line for confi-
dential support 24 hours a day, seven  days a week, 365 days 
a year at 800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat online at Veteran-
sCrisisLine.net/Chat or text to 838255.  

Veterans crisis line to open third call 

center in topeka, kansas 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTEzLjc4MTA2ODcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkxMy43ODEwNjg3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDg4NTk5JmVtYWlsaWQ9YXVkcnkucmlja2V0dHNAc3RhdGUuc2QudXMmd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTEzLjc4MTA2ODcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkxMy43ODEwNjg3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDg4NTk5JmVtYWlsaWQ9YXVkcnkucmlja2V0dHNAc3RhdGUuc2QudXMmd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTEzLjc4MTA2ODcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkxMy43ODEwNjg3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDg4NTk5JmVtYWlsaWQ9YXVkcnkucmlja2V0dHNAc3RhdGUuc2QudXMmd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTEzLjc4MTA2ODcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkxMy43ODEwNjg3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDg4NTk5JmVtYWlsaWQ9YXVkcnkucmlja2V0dHNAc3RhdGUuc2QudXMmd
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Shaw recognized for his service to south 

dakota veterans 

     SDDVA Field Officer Kevin Swanson had the distinct privilege to pre-
sent Harlan Shaw with a plaque of appreciation from the South Dakota 
Veterans Service Officers Association. 
     Harlan served as the Potter County VSO from 1991 to 2017. 
     The SDVSOA awards this recognition to VSOs that have served for 
more than ten years.     The Department is appreciative of Harlan’s com-
mitment and dedication to South Dakota’s veterans.      
 

     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it has awarded $343 million in 
grants to 288 nonprofit organizations to help low-income veterans and their families.  South Dako-
ta’s Cornerstone Rescue Mission received $769.050. 
     The grants were awarded under the VA’s Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) pro-
gram. 
     “With these important grants, we are able to leverage the expertise of local experts to help our 
most economically vulnerable veterans avoid or exit homelessness,” said VA Secretary Dr. David J. 
Shulkin. “This is another VA program that moves at-risk veterans toward housing and independ-
ence.” 
     SSVF funding, which supports outreach, case management and other flexible assistance to rapidly 
re-house veterans who become homeless or to prevent veterans from becoming homeless, was 
awarded to organizations in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 
     SSVF served more than 148,800 participants, including approximately 95,300 veterans and 
31,950 children in fiscal year 2016. As a result of these and other efforts, veteran homelessness is 
down significantly since 2010. 
     In addition, approximately 360,000 veterans and their family members have been permanently 
housed, rapidly re-housed or prevented from falling into homelessness as a result of VA’s homeless-
ness programs and targeted housing vouchers through the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.  
     These recipients competed successfully for grants under a Dec. 7, 2016, Notice of Fund Availabil-
ity. The funding will support SSVF services in fiscal 2018. 
     Information about the SSVF program, including the complete list of grantees, may be found at 
https://www.va.gov/homeless/SSVF/.  

Va awards grants to help homeless and at-

risk veterans and families 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwOTEzLjc4MDkyNDcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDkxMy43ODA5MjQ3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDg4MzI2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YXVkcnkucmlja2V0dHNAc3RhdGUuc2QudXMmd
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Sept 14—Watertown Veterans/First Responders Appreciation Day—SD Army National Guard, BG Ernie Ed-
wards Readiness Center  
Sept 15 POW/MIA Program—Sioux Falls Veterans Memorial Park—6:30 pm (CST) 
Sept 18—Women Veterans Art Exhibit Open House—Wagner SDNG Armory—4:00 pm (CST) 
Sept 20—Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters (209 N. Garfield in Sioux Falls)  10:00 am (CST) 
Sept 20—VA Veterans Stand Down—McLaughlin City Auditorium (Main Street) - 10:00 am—2:00 pm (CST) 
Sept 20—VA Veterans Stand Down—Bear Soldier City Auditorium—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CST) 
Sept 21—VA Veterans Stand Down—Kenel Community Center—9:00 am—11:30 am (CST) 
Sept 21—VA Veterans Stand Down—Wakpala Community Center—1:00 pm—3:30 pm (CST) 
Sept 21—USD /State Bar Association Free Drop in Legal Clinic—MJFSV Home—- Hot Springs—9:00 am (MST) 
Sept 22 —USD /State Bar Association Free Drop in Legal Clinic—Rapid City VFW (420 Main)—9:00 am (MST) 
Sept 22—VA Veterans Stand Down—Rock Creek Community Center—9:00 am—11:30 am (CST) 
Sept 22—VA Veterans Stand Down—Running Antelope American Legion Post—1:00 pm—3:30 pm (CST) 
Sept 22-Veterans Stand Down—VFW Post 628—Sioux Falls (3601 S. Minnesota Ave)—9:00 am (CST) 
Sept 24—Gold Star Mothers Day 
Sept 25—Women Veterans Art Exhibit Open House—VA Sioux Falls (2nd Floor Primary Care Addition—4:00 
pm (CST) 
Sept 26-28 National Women Veterans Art Exhibit—VA Sioux Falls—9:00 am—3:00 pm (CST) 
Sept 25-26—Aim to Win—Hunters Pointe Shooting Complex—Humboldt 
Sept 29—Women Veterans Conference—Central Baptist Church—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CST) 
Oct 5—Aberdeen Area Healthy Aging Resource Fair—Bethlehem Lutheran Church  in Aberdeen (1620 NE 
Milwaukee Avenue) - 12:30—4:00 pm (CST) 
Oct 6-8—Fall VFW Conference—Oacoma—Cedar Shores 
Oct 7—Homecomings for VFW State Commander Williamson and VFW State Auxiliary President Alm—
Cedar Shores—Oacoma—6:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 4—Public Agent Orange Forum—Meade County Court House in Sturgis (2nd Floor Commissioners 
Chambers—1300 Sherman Street) 9:00 am and 1:00 pm (MT) 
Nov 9-13—VFW Disabled Veterans Hunt—Gettysburg 
Nov 11—SDSU Military Appreciation Day—Kickoff at 2:00 pm (CT) 
Nov 11—American Heroes  Outdoors Veterans Day Banquet—Aberdeen Elks Lodge 1046—5:00 pm (CST) 
Nov 11-12—Sea of Goodwill Equine Experience Retreat—Joy Ranch—Watertown 
Dec 2-3—Yellow Ribbon for the 153rd EN—Mitchell 
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2018 
Jan 28-29—VFW Legislative Conference—Ft. Pierre 
Feb 16-18 American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Jun 7-10—American Legion State Convention—Spearfish 
Jun 14-17—VFW State Convention—Sioux Falls 
 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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